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TESTED BY FIRE 

 

In our text, faith is attacked by fire.  The 
blazing furnace was stoked seven times 
hotter than usual.  Watching from a dis-
tance was a demented extremist.  Yet God 
stood with all three men in the furnace.  
              Twenty-six hundred years later, 
there was another attack, a terrorist attack.  
On Sept 11, 2001, thousands perished in 
New York, Washington DC, and Pennsyl-
vania.  The high-rise infernos were seven 
times hotter than usual fires—from fully 
fueled, hijacked airliners.  Gloating from 
far away was a demented extremist.  How-
ever, America was awakened, not weak-
ened.  Our motto was “United We Stand!”  
Instead of dousing liberty’s flame, the ter-
rorists ignited her fuse.  Instead of bending 
a knee in fear, we fell to our knees in faith.   
              When your soul is tested by fire, 
refuse to bend your knees to terror.  Let 
pain ignite your fuse of faith.  In the midst 
of your furnace, you are not alone.  United 
He stands with you! 

254 

September 11 

Bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego . . .  
cast them into the burning fiery furnace  —Dan 3:20 
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